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Abstract. Learners ‘diary used to build good relationship and communication between lecturer and students on the
implementation of Project-Based Learning Strategy in teaching English Instructional Technology Class. This research aims
to describe about the students experience in the implementation of Project-Based Learning Strategy in teaching English
Instructional Technology through learners’ diary. The descriptive qualitative is used in this research. The data collecting
techniques used are learners ‘diary, observation, and interview. The participants of the research are ten pre-service teachers
who take English instructional technology class in English department at one of the University in Pringsewu Lampung. The
result of the study shows that the pre-service teachers know about the project topic and want to know more about the topic
in implementing the project. Moreover, pre-service teachers also encounter some problems in doing the project, but they
have tried to solve their problems by group discussion. Learners’ diary is important to be used in implementing project-based
learning to control the students in doing the project and as the communication media for the pre-service teachers to share

their experience and activities in doing the project.
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INTRODUCTION

Learner engagement is one of the crucial
aspects in language learning. Good learner
engagement  will create active learning
atmosphere since all the students get involve in
teaching activity attractively. It means that
students will have a good responsibility on their
learning, obey the classroom’ rule, take a part
well in the teaching and learning process, and
have good communication ability to interact with
the others students, teachers, principal and
stakeholder who support their learning ability.
(Aubrey, 2022) mention that engagement has
many different facets and takes many different
forms in the classroom. For instance, we might
take into account how much kids are engaging
cognitively when describing participation in
language exercises. Project-based learning
strategy is one of the strategies which involves the
students to do some activities in the teaching
learning process. In implementing this strategy,
the students’ learning engagement is really
needed since in the learning and teaching process,
the students should be active in doing all the
project given by the teacher. In achieving the
learning objective. Project- based learning is
strategy can improve the learners’ learning
achievement through various activities when
doing the project (Mursid et al., 2022).

A larger number of the students in a class

and also limited time in teaching and learning
process in implementing Project-based learning
strategy causes the lecturer faces a problem to
control the students’ engagement in the teaching
and learning process. So, learners’ diary can be
used as the media to know about the students’
problems, progress, experience in doing the
project. Since, the students write their learning
diary regarding on their teaching and learning
process experience outside the classroom, as
learning reflection. Diary is a set of written used
by someone to express their feeling and situation
honestly and naturally (Wahyuni, 2019). The
benefits of diaries are regarded to be more
trustworthy, offering data suitable for examining
issues specific to the learner, and being able to
gather careful and reflective data on the
acquisition process (Tiarsiwi, 2021).

Through learners’ diary, the students also
have self-awareness on their learning experience
and they can study autonomously. Experiential
Learning Theory (ELT), which conceptualizes
learning as a four-stage cycle consisting of
experiencing, reflecting, thinking, and doing,
states that using diaries in the classroom would
help to attain this goal (Mayangsari et al., 2021).
The learning diary has a significant impact on
how metacognitive strategies evolve throughout
life in general and in the academic environment
in particular. In the academic context, it is crucial
to promote the capacity for learning because it
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indicates the level at which the Future citizens are
prepared to be involved, active, and free through
the learning process (Clipa et al., 2012).

Some previous research on learner’s diaries
have been conducted by some researchers such as
(Cavalari & Aranha, 2022; Dhillon & Wanjiru,
2013;lhsan et al., 2023;Taqil et al., 2015). The
first study shows that learners’ diary is really
important to build students’ autonomous learner
and this also used for the teachers as an
assessment. The second study shows that
learners’ diary regarded as the learners’ strategy
and self-reflection on their learning activities.
The third study shows that learners’ diary
improves the students’ willingness in learning,
and the last of those previous study shows that
using learners’ diary students improve
vocabulary and grammar on their writing. Based
on those previous study, learner’s diary was used
as assessment, strategy, and learning media. But
there is not any previous research which discuss
learners’ diary on the implementation of project-
based learning strategy. So, this study aims to
describe about the students experience in the
implementation of Project-Based Learning
Strategy in teaching English Instructional
Technology through learners’ diary. Hopefully,
this will be beneficial for the future EFL teaching.

METHODS

Descriptive qualitative research design was
implemented in this study to investigate pre-
service students’ experience and problem in the
implementation of Project-Based Learning
Strategy in teaching English Instructional
Technology through learners” diary. The
participant of this research are ten pre-service
teachers who take English instructional
technology class in English department at one of
the University in Pringsewu Lampung. The
primary data collecting techniques used is
learners’ dairy and the others data used are
fieldnote and interview. The triangulation data
resources are used in this research. The template
of the learners’ diary as follows;

Learners’ diary

Before the project
1. What are the things you know about the project
topic?
2. What are the things you want to know about the
topic?
3. What do you expect to learn from this project
learning experience?

4. What problems do you think may arise during
project learning?

During the project

5. How are you finding the project learning
experience so far? What do you enjoy most?
What do you enjoy least? Why?

6. Have you had any problems so far? List all the
problems, and describe the actions, if any, you
have taken to try to solve the problems.

Evaluation of
Outcomes

Problems Attempted

solutions (if any)

After the project
7. What have you learnt about the project topic?
8. What did you enjoy most about project
learning? Why?
9. What did you enjoy least about project
learning? Why?
10. How would you evaluate learning in a small
group? Overall, was it a good experience? Why?
11. In your opinion, has the project learning
experience helped you improve your English?
Explain your answer.
12. Would you be happy to take part in another
cycle of project learning in the English
classroom? Why?

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Regarding on the students’ experience on
the implementation of Project-Based Learning
Strategy in learning English instructional
technology through learners’ diary, the
researchers found the results as follows:

SS1 “I find myself excited and let myself
falling' to the process itself, blissfully.
Mistakes are fun to be explored. My partner
also can take these problems as something
we have to solve immediately, not as the
core issues to be exaggerated”.

SS2  “I emjoy knowing students are
interested and happy with learning products
that are made according to their needs”.
SS3 “I enjoy it at least when there are
students who have difficulty adapting to the
media | choose because they feel there are
other easier media they can use”.

SS4 “I enjoy of project learning experiences
because | learn how to create a product by
exchanging opinions regarding project
learning undertaken with friends and
lecturers”.
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SS5 “experience I gained from project topic
has greatly helped me to be able to create
and develop a product to support the student
learning process and student understanding
of material”.

SS 6 “I enjoy when students can receive the
project topic | create, students can follow
the study by proximity, and little by little can
understand the material being transmitted
through the use of the topic project”.

SS 7 “I can understand how to write
properly and correctly so that one day if
there is a writing project, | can work on it
without having ask again”.

SS 8 “As this project progresses, we hope to
make all of that happen”.

SS 9 “From the project, I have an
experience  in  designing  learning
instruction”.

SS 10 “working in group and have good
collaboration is awesome experience”.

From the result of learners’ diary above, it
can be highlighted that the pre-service teachers
love the project since they can explore

themselves. The project given by the lecturer is
interesting and challenging since the pre-service
teacher can determine their own topic to design
learning instruction. It in line with the previous
studies conducted by (Hyttinen & Suhonen, n.d.)
which found that the learning resources, learning
diary, and face-to-face classes were discovered to
increase and deepen the students' learning, as a
summary of the section. According to what was
said, the lectures gave information, the resources
assisted with assignments, and the learners’ diary
deepened learning. Moreover, by learners’ diary,
pre-service teachers also have improvement in
writing since they are accustomed to write their
experience, activity and thinking through
learners’ diary. Learners’ diary has significant
influence on the students’ writing abilities
(Susanto, 2015).  Thus, learners’ diary is
recommended to be used as learning reflection in
the implementation of project-based learning
strategy.

During the learning process, pre-service
teachers also face some problems which written
in the learners’ diary. The problems are described
in the following table:

Problems

Attempted solutions (if any)

Evaluation of Outcomes

. Don't understand in .
determining the learning
media to be made, but must be
in accordance with the needs
of students and existing.

e determine the topic

e conclude the problems
experienced by students
during learning

. determine the appropriate
product as a solution to the
problem

e implementation of the
products that have been made

look for references in various .
media and also try to understand
the characteristics of students

understand the next process
from the results of the
explanation

Don't understand in *

determining the learning
media to be made, but must be
in accordance with the needs
of students and existing lesson
plans material.

Difficulties arising in the
process make the project,
which is matching the media
to the material, adjusting the
media to the needs of the
students, must innovate to
make the media of learning
interesting and make students
happy to take part in the
learning.

look for reference sources via
the internet and ask the lecturer
for a clearer explanation.

The solution that was tried to
solve my problem was to create
an interesting and appropriate
project for student study, and it
can help the teacher make it
easier to explain the material to
the students

understand the next process
from the results of the
explanation

Given the students' results after
the project's use of a decline or
increase, this is what comes up
with the evaluation of results
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From those results, in doing the project in
English instructional technology class, the pre-
service teachers encounter some problems, such
as; determine the topic, choosing the media,
conclude the students’ problems, determine
appropriate product and implementing the
product, and difficulties in arising in the process
in doing the project. Since in the project-based
learning the students work in group so they try to
solve the problems by themselves. For overcome
the problems, the pre-service teachers try to look
for references from various resources, like
internet, book or articles and also confirm to the
lecturer. Participants noted that looking for and
presenting ideas as well as developing a new
product that encapsulated their ideas became
more interesting and doable as a result of the
promotion of peer collaboration (Yaprak Zeynep,
2022). Hence, collaboration as one of the
characteristics of project-based learning is very
important to overcome the project problem.

CONCLUSION

Learners’ diary can be learning reflection to
control the pre-service teachers’ engagement in
the teaching and learning process at English
instructional technology class. In this case, the
students are allowed to express their feeling,
opinion, thinking and explore their learning
experience in the implementation of Project-
based learning in teaching English instructional
technology. According to the learners’ diary, pre-
service teachers have enjoyable experience in
doing the project start from making planning,
building up the project, finishing the project and
presenting the project. They also stated that doing
the project is not easy as the students face some
problems. Some problems occur in determining
the topic, choosing the media relate to their
project and so on. For overcome those problem,
the students work collaboratively in with their
member of group.
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